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Health Application Society Newsletter 

Update from the Chair 
 
Dear INFORMS HAS Members, 
 
I am delighted to send this message as the first president of INFORMS Health Applications 
Society.  First, the great news. As you already know, our application for becoming a society has 
been recently approved by the INFORMS Subdivision Council. I want to thank everyone 
including the officers who served over the last several years as well as all members who helped 
HAS to achieve this status.  In particular, I would like to thank Dionne Aleman, the immediate 
past president for preparing the society application document.  
 
Thanks to the efforts of our past and current officers as well as our dedicated members, as of  
August 2011, we have 524 members total. This is a significant increase over the last several 
years, however, I still think there is a room to grow for HAS.  I encourage you to forward this 
newsletter to anyone you think would be interested in becoming a member. The registration 
fees are very low ($2 for graduate students, $10 for INFORMS members, and $20 for 
nonmembers). Feel free to contact me (alagoz@engr.wisc.edu) and other officers or visit our 
website (http://www.informs.org/Community/HAS)  for the details about how to join HAS as a 
member.  
  
HAS successfully helped the organization of INFORMS Healthcare Conference in June 2011. I 
know many of you have attended and enjoyed this first-ever healthcare-specific conference 
organized by INFORMS in the beautiful city of Montreal.  The conference was a huge success 
with more than 522 attendees and 424 presentations in 145 sessions. There have already been 
conversations about organizing healthcare conferences on a regular basis in the future.   
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Steven Shechter (University of British Columbia), the 
2011 HAS Cluster Chair for organizing HAS sponsored sessions at the Charlotte conference, 
which requires significant time commitment.  HAS is sponsoring 38 oral sessions with 142 talks 
and 28 poster presentations at the Fall conference, which follows the pattern of rapid growth in 
recent years. Please consider attending the HAS sponsored sessions that include many high-
quality presentations.  
 
Our annual business meeting, was held on the Monday evening (6.15 pm -7.15 pm) during the 
Charlotte conference.  The results of the officer elections were announced as were the winners 
of the Pierskalla Award and the Bonder scholarship.  

In closing, I want to note that it has been a pleasure serving as the HAS society chair. I am 
grateful to many people who contributed their time to HAS.  Special thanks go to Steven 
Shechter, the 2011 vice president and 2012 Chair Elect, for his effort in organizing the HAS 
cluster in Charlotte.  Many thanks go to Wallace Hopp and Soroush Saghafian for co-chairing  

mailto:alagoz@engr.wisc.edu
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the Pierskalla Award committee and to Gino Lim for chairing the Bonder Scholarship 
committee.  I am aware that chairing the committees is a tremendous service commitment. I 
would also like to acknowledge the significant support I received from the 2011 officers and 
council members: Dionne Aleman (past president and Council member), Burhan Sandikci 
(Treasurer), Greg Zaric (Secretary), and Matthew Bailey (Council Member), Murray Cote 
(Council  member), Julie Ivy (Council member), and Jay Rosenberger (Council member).  

 
Sincerely, 
 
Oguzhan Alagoz 
Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 
 
 

Welcome from the Incoming Chair  

Dear HAS members, 

Thank you for the privilege to serve as the HAS Chair in 2012.  First, I’d like to thank Oguz Alagoz 
for doing an excellent job as HAS Chair in 2011!  This past year, the “S” in HAS changed meaning 
from Section to Society, which is a testament to the vibrant and growing community we are a 
part of (as well as to Dionne Aleman’s hard work in pushing the application through!).  We are 
now 524 members strong, and I hope to continue the increasing trend on that front.  I would 
hate to show a plot at next year’s business meeting that shows a dip, so please encourage 
potentially interested students and colleagues to sign up.  INFORMS members can join HAS 
here: http://www.informs.org/Community/HAS.  By the same token, let’s help Vedat Verter, 
the 2012 Chair-Elect and HAS cluster chair, to continue the increasing trend of HAS 
presentations at the annual meeting.  This year we had 46 sponsored sessions, 13 contributed 
sessions, as well as a HAS-sponsored poster session for the first time.  Finally, keep in mind that 
the 2012 annual INFORMS meeting in Phoenix will overlap with the annual meeting of the 
Society for Medical Decision Making, with the two organizations holding jointly sponsored 
sessions and a special plenary on Wednesday, October 17th.  More details to come. 

In the meantime, if there is anything you want to discuss, please feel free to e-mail me at: 
steven.shechter@sauder.ubc.ca 

  

https://email.ivey.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=8fe4c35bde4f4ce18bbc01cd81ef80a8&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.informs.org%2fCommunity%2fHAS
https://email.ivey.ca/owa/redir.aspx?C=8fe4c35bde4f4ce18bbc01cd81ef80a8&URL=mailto%3asteven.shechter%40sauder.ubc.ca
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The Inaugural Thematic Meeting of INFORMS on Healthcare Was a Success! 
 

The INFORMS Healthcare meeting was attended by over 550 participants from academia and 
health sector in Montreal on June 20-22, 2011. The presentations at the conference focused on 
eleven themes: Capacity and Patient Flow Management, Data Mining and Health Informatics, 
Healthcare OM, Emergency Medical Services, Healthcare Supply Chains, Healthcare Delivery 
Systems, Medical Decision Making, Modeling and Optimization, OR in Public Health, 
Pharmaceutical Applications and Transplant Operations.   

This first thematic meeting organized by INFORMS had a number of distinguishing 
characteristics. First and foremost, the Organizing Committee’s goal was to bring researchers 
from different communities and stakeholders together to share information that can improve 
the long-term efficiency, effectiveness and quality of healthcare delivery. To this end, other 
professional societies whose members are active in the area of healthcare operations were 
approached as well as the INFORMS subdivisions to seek their involvement. In addition to six 
INFORMS subdivisions, Canadian Operations Research Society, Institute of Industrial 
Engineering, Production Operations Management Society and EURO working Group ORAHS 
agreed to sponsor clusters that greatly enriched the conference.   

The Organizing Committee also decided to allocate the plenary talk and the tutorial sessions to 
areas complementary to healthcare operations research, rather than approaching some of the 
many world renowned researchers in this field. The plenary speaker was Dr. Arthur Porter, CEO 
of McGill University Health Center, who highlighted the challenges in overseeing the design and 
construction of a super-hospital in Montreal that will house some of the departments in 
McGill’s five teaching hospitals. The conference program also featured three tutorials: Antonia 
Maioni of McGill presented a comparative analysis of the U.S. and Canadian healthcare 
systems, Wojtek Michalowski of Ottawa highlighted the strong interaction between operations 
research and health informatics, and Prashant Yadav of Michigan discussed the challenges in 
improving healthcare supply chains in resource limited environments, in particular Africa. There 
were also five panel sessions that greatly benefited from the contributions of healthcare 
providers and decision makers. 

Another distinguishing feature of INFORMS Healthcare 2011 was the notably high level of 
student participation Over 175 of the participants are graduate students around the globe, 45 
of whom were also attending the CREATE Summer School 2011 on healthcare – a five-day 
intensive PhD and Post-doc training event that was held concurrently at McGill’s Desautels 
Faculty of Management. The student participants showed a particular interest in the tutorial 
sessions and many of the panel discussions in INFORMS Healthcare 2011.   

Journal of Operational Research Society and Socio Economic Planning Sciences announced 
special issues following INFORMS Healthcare 2011, both with January 1, 2012 submission 
deadlines.  The calls for papers are available at the conference homepage: 
http://meetings2.informs.org/healthcare2011/ 

http://meetings2.informs.org/healthcare2011/
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Based on the success of the inaugural 2011 conference, INFORMS Meetings Committee is 
currently considering alternative plans to continue the thematic meetings, and in particular the 
healthcare theme. 

Vedat Verter 

General Chair, INFORMS Healthcare 2011 

 
 

Report from the Editor of Health Care Management Science   
 
The year 2011 marked another successful period in the 14 year history of Health Care 
Management Science.  The successful publication of Volume 14 marks another remarkable 
accomplishment for HCMS sponsored by intellectual capital of INFORMS Health Applications 
Society members. 

 
Editorial process of Health Care Management Science switched more than four years ago to an 
on-line system called Editorial Manager (EM).  EM provides an efficient process for submissions, 
review and publication of the manuscripts.  I encourage everyone to visit EM periodically and 
update the specialty areas, so to prevent requests for review not in your specialization area(s).   
The web site of HCMS for EM is www.editorialmanager.com/hcms/.  Please also visit Journal 
web site at www.springerlink.com/content/1386-9620 to observe the contents of the each 
volume, abstracts and free sample issues. 

   
In addition, we are always looking for a new special issue editor.  Anyone wishing to become 
special issue editor please contact Yasar A. Ozcan (ozcan@vcu.edu) to discuss the details.  This 
really counts on promotions!  
 
Call for Referees 
 
To ensure the continued success of Health Care Management Science, manuscript referees are 
needed.  Nominate, or volunteer yourself or a colleague, for this important activity.   A broad 
spectrum of expertise and viewpoints is needed and useful to maintain and develop this vibrant 
journal. Critical review of submitted articles ensures quality of publication.  A greater number of 
referees can also improve publication turn around times.  Be a sport, do something fun and 
intellectually stimulating.  Get the jump on the latest research and results!  You may register at 
www.editorialmanager.com/hcms/ to become a reviewer for HCMS, please also notify me via 
email: ozcan@vcu.edu.  

 
 
 
  

http://www.springerlink.com/content/1386-9620
mailto:ozcan@vcu.edu
http://www.editorialmanager.com/hcms/
mailto:ozcan@vcu.edu
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Health Care Management Science – Journal Performance : 
 
New manuscripts received since January 2011: 145 
 
Journal Turnaround Times: 
 
Submission to Editor Assignment 
Average number of days between the date the manuscript was received and the first Editor was 
assigned: 0.8 
 
Submission to Reviewer Invitation 
Average number of days between the date the manuscript was received and the first Reviewer 
was invited: .2.8 
 
Submission to First Decision 
Average number of days between the date the manuscript was received and the first decision: 
28.6 
Average HCMS manuscript download per day: ~300. 
 
Yasar Ozcan 
Editor in Chief, Health Care management Science 
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INFORMS HAS Prizes 
 

The Pierskalla Award 
 
The Health Applications Section of INFORMS sponsors an annual competition for the Pierskalla Award, 
which recognizes research excellence in the field of health care management science and operations 
research. The award includes a $500 honorarium for the best paper presented in a Health Applications 
Society sponsored session at the annual INFORMS conference. The award is named after Dr. William 
Pierskalla to recognize his contribution and dedication to improving health services delivery through 
operations research. Dr. Pierskalla is a Distinguished Professor Emeritus at the Anderson School at UCLA 
and the Ronald A. Rosenfeld Professor Emeritus, The Wharton School, University of Pennsylvania, and 
serves as an editor on numerous operations research journals. 
 The 2011 competition was co-chaired by Soroush Saghafian and Wallace Hopp. About 50 papers were 
submitted and were judged by five judges: Wallace Hopp, Linda Green, Retsef Levi, Sergei Savin, and 
Stafanos Zenios (first round only due to a conflict of interest). Papers were blind to judges and were 
judged based on:  

- Contribution to operations research/management science in health care 
- Readability, clarity and organization of the paper 
- Technical content and scope relative to the length of the paper 
- Originality 

 
Four papers were selected as finalists and were presented during a devoted session at INFORMS 2011 
annual meeting: 

• Oguzhan Alagoz, Fatih Erenay, Adnan Said “Optimizing Colonoscopy Screening for Colorectal 
Cancer”  

• Dimitris Bertsimas, Vivek F. Farias, Nikos Trichakis “Fairness, Efficiency and Flexibility in Organ 
Allocation for Kidney Transplantation” 

• Douglas Bish , Ebru Bish, Shiguang Xi, Anthony Slonim “Optimal Selection of Screening Assays for 
Infectious Agents in Donated Blood”  

• Donald Lee and Stefanos Zenios “An Evidence‐Based Incentive  System for Medicare’s End‐Stage 
Renal Disease Program” 

All these papers were ranked by all judges. One paper was selected as the runner up and one as the 
winner:   

• Winner:  Douglas Bish , Ebru Bish, Shiguang Xi, Anthony Slonim “Optimal Selection of Screening 
Assays for Infectious Agents in Donated Blood”  

• Runner Up:  Donald Lee and Stefanos Zenios “An Evidence‐Based Incentive  System for 
Medicare’s End‐Stage Renal Disease Program” 

The winner and runner up papers were announced during the Healthcare Applications Society business 
meeting at INFORMS 2011. 
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The Bonder Prize 
 

The purpose of the Bonder Scholarship for Applied Operations Research in Health Services is to 
promote the development and application of process modeling and operations research 
analyses to health care design, delivery and operations. The scholarship provides funding of 
$5,000 ($US) to support the development of highly qualified individuals and promote the 
interchange of health services research knowledge in conjunction with INFORMS. The Bonder 
Scholarship consists of a grant of $4,000 ($US) that is intended to provide financial support for a 
promising new researcher. In addition, the award winner will be eligible for up to $1,000 ($US) 
of travel funding to support his or her participation in Health Application Section activities at 
the annual INFORMS conference. INFORMS will waive registration fees for the awardee. The 
tenure of the award is one year. 

This year there were 20 applications from 4 countries (Canada, France, Singapore, USA). The 
judging committee consisted of Arielle Lasry (Center for Disease Control and Prevention), Gino 
Lim (University of Houston), George Miller (Altarum Institutue) and Keith Willoughby 
(University of Saskatchewan). 

The winner for 2011 was Lauren Cipriano from Stanford University. The title of her proposal 
was “Information Collection in Dynamic Healthcare Policy”. Congratulations Lauren! 
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HAS Executive 
 

The HAS thanks the outgoing executive and welcomes the new members. 

 

Outgoing (2011) 

Chair – Oguzhan Alagoz 
Past Chair – Dionne Aleman  
Vice Chair/Chair Elect – Steven Shechter 
Treasurer – Burhan Sandikci  
Secretary – Greg Zaric  
Council Member – Matthew Bailey 
Council Member – Murray Cote 
Council Member – Julie Ivy 
Council Member – Jay Rosenberger 
 

Incoming (2012) 

Chair – Steven Shechter 
Past Chair – Oguzhan Alagoz 
Vice Chair/Chair Elect – Vedat Verter 
Treasurer – Burhan Sandikci  
Secretary – Nan Kong 
Council Member – Matthew Bailey 
Council Member – Murray Cote 
Council Member – Julie Ivy 
Council Member – Dionne Aleman 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Call for Papers 

Special Issue of Socio-Economic Planning Sciences 

Health Care Modeling 
Guest Editors: 

Gregory Zaric, Ivey School of Business, Canada 
Arielle Lasry, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, USA 

 

Socio-Economic Planning Sciences is an international journal devoted to research on the 
application of quantitative models and techniques to important decision problems in the service 
and public sectors. Socio-Economic Planning Sciences will publish a special issue on health care 
modeling.  

The goal of this special issue is to compile state-of-the-art research on health care, spanning 
modeling, theory, empirical studies, applications, and case studies. This special issue of Socio-
Economic Planning Sciences encourages innovative contributions from various disciplines, 
including economics, engineering, operations research, and public policy on ways to improve 
health care services and health outcomes. This issue will consider a variety of health care 
modeling topics including but not limited to: 

• Strategies for improving the efficiency and quality of healthcare delivery, improving 
access, and reducing health disparities 

• Large scale healthcare operations challenges such as facility location, capacity expansion 
and skilled human resources planning  

• Disease modeling in support of health policy, health technology assessments and 
technology adoption decisions  

• Drug pricing and contracts between drug and vaccine purchasers and manufacturers 
• Provision of health services in resource constrained countries, including prevention and 

treatment of neglected tropical diseases 
• Financing of public sector health insurance programs 

In light of the scope of SEPS, all papers must clearly demonstrate the public sector relevance of 
their contributions.  

All manuscripts should be submitted electronically via the Elsevier Editorial System (EES) 
http://ees.elsevier.com/seps. You must select Health Care Modeling as the Article Type to 
make sure that your paper will be considered for the special issue. The submission deadline is 
January 1, 2012.   The EES will open to submission in September 2011, and the co-editors will 
start processing the submissions at the beginning of January 2012. The plan is to publish the 
special issue in early 2013. Researchers from all relevant disciplines are invited to consider this 
special issue as an outlet to publish their quality work on this topic of increasing significance. 
Inquiries on the special issue can be directed to the guest editors, Greg Zaric 
(gzaric@ivey.uwo.ca) or Arielle Lasry (alasry@cdc.gov). 



Call for Papers 

Special Issue of the Journal of the Operational Research Society 

Health Systems Operations Research 
Guest Editors: 

Diwakar Gupta, University of Minnesota, USA 
Vedat Verter, McGill University, Canada 

 

Journal of the Operational Research Society (JORS) aims to publish applications of OR in a 
wide variety of environments and covering a wide range of technical approaches. It is an official 
journal of The OR Society and the world's longest established OR journal. JORS will publish a 
special issue on health systems operations research following the INFORMS Healthcare 
Conference held in Montreal from June 20-22, 2011.  

The special issue editors aim to publish a subset of papers presented at the conference spanning 
modeling, theory, empirical studies, applications, and case studies. Innovative contributions from 
various disciplines, including engineering, management and economics, are invited. However, it 
is expected that submitted papers will employ quantitative approaches to address issues arising in 
design and operation of different types of health systems. Submitted papers must demonstrate 
high fidelity and relevance to practice. In addition, papers that provide an in-depth analysis of 
broader issues that arise in the chosen application domain of the paper, along with innovative 
approaches to address some of those issues, are particularly welcome. Examples of application 
domains are as follows. 

• Capacity and Patient Flow Management 
• Transplant Operations 
• Surgical Suites Management 
• Nurse Staffing Decisions 
• Emergency Medical Services  
• Innovative Uses of Time Stamp Data 
• Data Driven Modeling and Optimization in Health Care 
• Health Care Supply Chains 

All manuscripts should be submitted electronically via the OR Society website. More 
information about the journal and paper submission guidelines are available at the JORS website: 
http://www.palgrave-journals.com/jors/. You must select Health Systems OR as the Article 
Type to make sure that your paper will be considered for the special issue. The submission 
deadline is January 1, 2012.   The plan is to publish the special issue in 2013. The participants 
of INFORMS Healthcare 2011 are invited to consider this special issue as an outlet to publish 
their quality work. Inquiries on the special issue can be directed to the guest editors, Diwakar 
Gupta (guptad@me.umn.edu) and Vedat Verter (vedat.verter@mcgill.ca).  
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